32                         INTRODUCTION
Although the deputation of Canadian Ministers which
visited England in 1865 may not have attempted to induce
the Imperial Government to force the Maritime Provinces
into confederation, that Government could fairly claim to
give advice, as being responsible for Imperial defence, and
could make sure that the Lieutenant-Governors were in
sympathy with the movement. The influence of the New
Brunswick elections had been felt outside its borders. The
Prince Edward Island Legislature now openly repudiated its
own delegates, and in Nova Scotia the opposition was so
powerful that the Government felt compelled to be content
for the time being with a scheme of union among the
Maritime Provinces. By the exercise, however, of patience
and tact, Mr. (now Sir Charles) Tapper induced the Nova
Scotia Assembly to agree to the appointment of delegates
'to arrange with the Imperial Government a scheme of
union which will effectually insure just provision for the
rights and interests of the Province'. Equally fortunate
was the cause of confederation in New Brunswick. The
Ministry, which was hostile to the movement, fell out
with the Governor and resigned. A general election put
Mr. Tilley again into power, and the new Assembly passed
by a large majority a resolution similar to that passed in
Nova Scotia, accompanied by a provision making it a sine
qua non that the Intercolonial Railway should be constructed
forthwith. Meanwhile in Canada the Governor, Lord
Monck, was urging upon John A. Macdonald the necessity
of prompt action. He had felt, when he formed the
Coalition Ministry, that his last card in that suit had been
played, and that, if he did not win, the time would have
come when he must give up the attempt to manage the
affairs of Canada. Unless the Canadian portion of the
scheme could be passed during the present session, it was
his intention to apply for his immediate recall. Macdonald
was able to reassure the Governor. On the time and
manner of bringing forward Canadian ministerial measures